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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

9/22/86

Date of transcription

Security/Safety Manager, Atari Corpor-
ation, 1196 Borregas Avenue, telephone 408-745-4319, upon being
advised of the identity of the interviewing agent and the purpose
of the interview, furnished the following information:

For some time Atari Corporation has been aware that s
their copyrighted game software has been appearing for sale and b7cC
trade on computer bulletin boards across the nation. "Neocrome 09"
is one of their latest video games still under development and not
yet released to the public for sale and distribution. Only nine
people in Atari have the software program, and these nine have
been working on its development at one location in the company.

Several weeks previously, Atari became aware that "Neocrome 09"

was being offered on a national ‘computer network called Compuserve,
which is a national computer network subscribed to by thousands

of users, who make use of the information by paying a set fee.
Subsequent to obtaining information that their new program was
already appearing on Compuserve, Atari received an anonymous telephone
call in which the caller stated that someone operating a bulletin
board in Maryland, at telephone number 301-552-2573, had obtained

the software program for "Neocrome 09" from someone inside Atari, and
that this person had given or sold the program to Compuserve.

advised that each video game normally retails for
between $50.00 to $100.00 apiece, and that developmental costs for
each game produced are usually in excess of $50,000.00. When games
appear for sale on bulletin boards, particularly prior to distribution,
it costs the company thousands of dollars in lost revenue.

investigation on 9/19/86 at___ Sunnyvale, California ..., SF 87A- é@/ 3 - /

it 2e®

9/19/86

by_SA Date dictated

This-document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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TRANSMIT VIA: ~.  PRECEDENCE: . - ' CLASSIFICATION: -
O] Teletype _ ' O Immediate - .. [ TOP SECRET ~ °
O Facsimile : ' : O Priority 0 SECRET .
® _ AIRTEL O Routine O CONFIDENTIAL .
S L O UNCLASEFTO
O UNCLAS = -
Date _9/22/86

10 -

11
12

13

14 ‘

15
16
47

- 18

19

20

21

TO: SAC, BALTIMORE

FROM: SAC SAN FRANCISCO (87A—NEW) (P) (SJRA).

SUBJECT: UNSUB 7 S S
" THEFT F SOF WARE FOR - . .
. COMP!TER GAME "NEOCR ME 09"“ o e .

ATARI CORPORATION
1196 BORREGAS AVE.
SUNNYVALE, CA - VICTIM; . ) - ‘ R
ITSP; COPYRIGHT, FBW L o . P
00: SF - Ca s
Enclosed for Baltimore is one copy. of an FD-302 .
of an interview of| |dated 9/19786, . whlch sets forth
detalls of referenced.case. ’
For information of Baltlmore,l adv1sed that
he will continue to” attempt to obtain information from Compuserve
on how they obtained software for Atarl s "Neocrome 09 "

LEADS

BALTIMORE AT BALTIMORE" Identify subscriber of telephone
number 301-552-2573, from which a computer bulletin board system
is allegedly being operated out of. Attempt to. determine scope
and type of information offered on the bulletin board. .Interview
operator of the system concernlng how he obtalned software for
the Atari "Neocrome 09" computer game, -

2-~ Baltimore (Enc. 5) ;0
(24 san Francisco ° \Lﬁzb// éi
/

LLF/cas

. g

(4)

. : : .. \X(/ff(77%6:77 .
Approved: Transmitted Per

(Numben\“—'ﬂﬂie)

! . C,v"ng":y_) 2 o
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U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

'"R°”"m°“°R““'° 450 Golden Gate Avenue
File Ne. ¢ Box 36015 .
San Francisco, California 94102 e
p7C

October 16, 1986

Mr. Joseph Russon1e110

United States Attorney

Northern District of California
450 Golden Gate ‘Avenue

Box 36055 L

San Francisco, California 94102

Attention: |
-Assistant U.S. Attorney

Dear Mr., Russoniello: Re: UNSUB{# &
. Thesf of S tuare for Video

Computer Game "N€ocrome 09";
Mari Corporation
1196 Borregas Ave.
Sunnyvale, Ca. -~ Victim;
[nterstate Transporation of
Stolen Property, Copyriaht,
Fraud By HWire

Enclosed for your affice i< a copy of an FD302 of an

interview conducted of | Atari Corporation, dated
September 19, 1986, which sets fort] t4ils of this
1nVEStlgatlon In this interview,| states that a ccpyriahted

video software qame, developed in one room at Atari Corporation

by nine engineers, had appeared on a nationwide computer bulletin

board before it had even been commercially marketed by Atari. The
bulletin board, Compuserve, advised that they had obtained the

software from an individual operating another computer bulletin

board, out of Maryland, at telephone number 301-552-2573. Investiaation
conducted by our Baltimore office determined that this is an

- b7
unlisted number, which will require a subpqena. .Your office is b7D
roaguested +tn0 icssite a8 cubhnnena divected taol

Very Truly yours, hJ«h“aw”mwﬁégdﬂﬂ
; ATTOED, % N
Richard W. 1d 1 o,
4 - Addressee Special Aqe Charqejq'uy . ]@J’
SF 87A-40134 A os
ek el fo13:/-3
(2)

A
BN

E%ﬁiar—suverwrsvtr—FESTuent Agent

FB1/DOJ ‘
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® INBUX | (#1457 ®
PLr TU S$F @ EMHI ' HHHH
}i.‘ ’
FROM: BA @ EMHZ
PY SUrSJii(,?T. 290/004 ROUTLNE o
DATE. 17 OCT 86 15 23 36 GMT
® ce ®
TEXT. ®
® BAVOU4 29015252
o) RR SF 4 | y ®
DE BA 4
® : : [/ [
- R 171505Z OCRT 86 SEARCHED DEXED -
iy SERIALIZED ___ Zﬁ?%ﬂ, . Rlikk
" FM BALTIMURE (87A 23472) (SQ 12) (P) T ®
_ | . - 0CT 1.7-1986
TO SAN FRANCISCO (87A-NElt) (SJRA) ROUTINE ,}Ligil
® BT o
® UNCLAS N ®
UNSUB (S§) THEFT UF SGFT{]ARE FOR CUMPUTER VIDEU CUMPUTER GAMES,
@ 5 . [
“NEOCROME 09"3; ATARI CORPORATION
® CA.  VICTIM TITSF CUPYRIGHT FB!J, GU: SAN FRANCISCG ®
RE SAN FRANCISCO AIRTEL TO BALTIMORE DATED SEPTEMBER 22. 19806,
: ' bt
.. AND TELEPHUNE CALL FRUM SA L SAN FRANCSCICO DIVISION Hb
u ’ b
nﬁﬂH TO Sa| | BALTIMORE DIVISON ON OCTOBER 16 1986. b
SAN FRANCLISCG:
® | |ADVISED ON OCTOBER 15, 1986, THAT TELEPHONE NUMBER -
e | h;AS A NUN PUBLISHED NUMBER. THEREFORE, A FEDERAL @
_ —
GRAND JURY SUBPUENA [/ILL BE REQUILRED BY IN ORDER
() o
TO OBTAIN
e o
o o
' HIEHH
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PAGE THO (874 23472) UNCLAS
SAN FRANCISCU UIVISION AT SAKN JOSE, CALIFORNIA. fiLL-OBTAIN o
GRAND JURY SUBPOENA AND FOR{JARD TO THE BALTIMORE DIVISTON FOR '
. bD ®
SERVLICE UPON
BALTLMORE DIVISION AT HYATTSVILLE, MARYLAND, U1LL HOng%éAD P
TO INTERVIE!] SUBSCRIBER OF TELEPHONE NUMBER TN
: | ‘ ¥ o
OBEYANCE PENDING RECELPT OF SUBPOENA FKOM SAN FRANC%%H@,91VISION,/ i
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T le' FBI @

TRANSMIT VIA: . PRECEDENCE: . CLASSIFICATION: ‘ r

O Teletype O Immediate [0 TOP SECRET ) .

O Facsimile O Priority [0 SECRET \

¥ __AIRTEL O Routine O CONFIDENTIAL * :
[0 UNCLASEFTO N
O UNCLAS | .

Date 11/20/86

1 TO: .r SAC, BALTIMORE (87A-23472)
2 FROM: SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (87A—4Ql34) (P) (SJRA)
‘ b6
3 SUBJECT: UNSUB(S); / . . / “ b7C
THEFT OF SOFTWARE/?OR VIDEO ’ . .
4 CO PUTER GAME "NEOCROME 09";
ATARI CORPORATION
5 1196 BORREGAS AVE.
SUNNYVALE, CA - VICTIM;
6 ITSP; COPYRIGHT; FBW
00: SF _
7
Re Baltimore teletype to SF dated 10/17/86.
8 , Enclosed for Baltimore are the original and one copy ;1;‘3
9 of a Federal Grand Jury Subpoena directed to ‘
10 LEADS -
11 B Baltimore at Hyattsville, Maryland: Serve enclosed
subpoena, and oncel ]
12 [ | , conduct lead as set forth in
SF airtel to Baltimore dated 9/22/86.
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20 - Baltimore (Enc. 2)
«*‘2')— San Francisco
21 ._J(.ﬁ.s‘/sc
!
Approved: Transmitted \

(Number)
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FD-36 (Rev. 8-26-82)

P

4 PN
i (] EBI . [
! TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE:” CLASSIFICATION:
O Teletype 3 Immediate O TOP SECRET
O Facsimile [J Priority 3 SECRET
0 AIRTE]L 0 Routine [0 CONFIDENTIAL
’ O UNCLASEFTO
[0 UNCLAS
TO: SAC, BOSTON (87-NEW)
FROM: SAC, BALTIMORE (87A-23472)(SQ 12)(P)
SUBJECT: UNSUB(S); .~
THEFT OF SQFTWAR;VFOR VIDEO
COMPUTER GAME "NEOCROME 09";
ATARI CORPORATION
1966 BORREGAS AVENUE
SUNNYVALE, CALIFORNIA-VICTIM;
ITSP; COPYWRIGHT; FBW;
00: SAN FRANCISCO
. Re Szn Francisco airtels to Baltimore, dated 9/22/86,
and_ 11/20/86.

Baltimore
telephone
knowledge
determined
jury subpo
received b
11/20/86.

the interview of

Enclosed for Boston is one copy of an ¥D-302 reflecting

For the information of Boston, Szan Francisco airtel to
dated ed that the subscriber to

numberi ibe interviewed regarding his/her
of captioned matter. On 10/15/86, Baltimore Division

that ab - and
ena for was

F the Baltimore Division on reterenced airtel d-oted

—

2~Boston (

2-Bzazltimor

Encl. 1)

Szn Francisco (87A-40134)

e

JMB:d1lm
(6)
Gl
SEARCHED, _INDEXED _1
SERIALIZED s
Approved: Transmitted er _DEG-2-Q 1986

(Number) ({Time)

Skeq

b3




BA 87A-23472

On- 12/22/86. |

:l.ﬁaryland, adyisg'd that he was renting his residence from
nd and fuznished their forwarding address

to he | | Massachusetts, telephone number

was not personally acquainted with the

He moved into the residence during the beginning of
November, 1986,

LEADS

BOSTON DIVISION

AT FRAMINGHAM, MASSACHUSETTS

Will interview[::::::]and/orl | re their

knowledge of captioned matter. Attempt to determine scope and
typ 2 n formerly offered on computer bulletin board
at Interview operator of the system concerning
how he/she obtained software for the Atari "Neocrome" computer
game. Determine if computer bulletin board is currently being
rQRQLﬂLﬂd_uﬂd£11new telephone number. Note: Telephone number
was called on numerous occasions on and about

10/15/86, and on each occasion a computer generated tonewas heard
when the calls were connected.

BALTIMORE DIVISION

AT BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

b3
Will forward to San Francisco
¢ upon receipt from




BS 87A-21523
TGT/mmh
1

.
—

On January 15, 1987, | | advised as

follows:

Télephone numberl | is a computer bulletin
board (BBS) that advertises Atari programs. The name of this
BBS is “Forum S.T." and runs an advertisement “Comnet Systems,
| ] There was nothing on this BBS on
January 14, 1987 that appeared to be copyrighted material. The
program for this BBS was prepared by the systems operator who
is apparently offering to sell his BBS program. The Atari game
“JJeocrome 09" has been advertised on Compuserve since fall 1986
and has also appeared on several Atari based BBS. "Neocrome
09* has also been offered as a "give away" inducement to purchase
Atari hardware packages from dealers.

] : |
A FEB 17 1987
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BS 87A~21523
TGT/mmh

L.

P :

On January 14, 1987J

| advised as

follows:

‘FThere are” two. computer by
One-'is reached at telephone number

: bé&
in Framipgham. bic
and thd other, b7D

known as COMPUCLUB is reached at te

COMPUCLUB offers several Atari items.

te e

Iephone number (617)-879-5232.

FEB 17 1987

FBI «: SAN FRANCISCO

57A- forsf-8

L~




FD-302 (Rev. 3-10-82) . .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 1 / 2 9 / 87

I |was interviewed at his home[::::::::]

Road, telephone | | Ne freely and voluntarily
furnished the following information:

He has rented his former residence at | |

| | Maryland and lived at his current one for four
months.

He stated that he is registered with ATARI as a’
developer of software products and owns a $2400 ATARI ST
computer. lie runs a computer bulletin board at (617) 620-0903
formerly at (301) 522-2573. He furnished the ad for his board
"FOREM ST" from Page 24 in the February issue of the "ST-Log",
the Atari ST Monthly magazine. The only individual he has ever
talked to at ATARI CORPORATION was [__ l  In November of

1985 ATARI did not give him the "h ve" for his ST computer,
at time of purchase. lle contacted at ATARI, and

threatened to sue; the "hard drive" arrived two days later.

stated that he was aware his toll records had
been subpoenaed in Maryland and had tried to call the Assistant
United States Attormey (AUSA) in California to ask what was going
on and offer his cooperation. The AUSA never returned his calls.

He stated the only NEOCHROME software he has is 5.
However, about three weeks ago he heard a rumor that the Federal
Bureau of Investigation was investigating him for advertising
Neochrome 9 on his bulletin board. He checked his board, which
has 832 files, and located a NOEVA 9. NOEVA 9 proved to be
Neochrome 9, which he was not aware was on his board. He removed
it and subsequently determined someone must have "UP-LOADED" it
into his bulletin board. He does not know who did it or when.
However, it was before November 1Y86 because that is when he
began keeping track of who was putting things on his boarvd.

oF 87A-40T3%

1/28/87 Framingham, MA BS 87A-21523
Investigation on at File &
SA /iat 1/29/87
by o — Date dictated
This document contalns neither recommendations ror conclusions of the FBI. it is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency,
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Continuation of FD-302 0f | ,0n 1/28/87 , page

is not familiar with Neochrome 9 but believes it
is a "GRAPHICS DRAWING PROGRAM" not a game.

He knows a lot of people who would like to get him into
trouble with the Federal Bureau of Investigation or ATARI. He
stated a man named in his thirties, from
Lanham, Maryland is on probation after conviction in Federal
Court. [ lwas convicted of illegally getting into the IRS
computer system and randomly erasing files. he stated in the
spring of 1986 he was talking to by computer and "wised
off" in asking him how probation was; shortly after someone got
into his Bulletin.Board, erased his name, address, copyright
warning and changed the header "ST-Term 2,2" to "PD-Term 2,2".
(PD meaning public domain). thereafter received a call on

his answering machine from a male who said "How do y ?
Don't fuck with me." [:::::]believes the caller w34

E:::::]stated he would cooperate with the Federal
Bureau of Tnvestigation and ATARI anyway he could and at any
place. He knows nothing v Neochrome 9 got on his board
but is aware people like Effff:ffjwould like to get him in
trouble as would some of the "loonies" you always meet in a job
competition situation.

advised his date of birth isl |
and he works at the MIT LINCOLN LAB as a programmer.

: Also present during the interview was| |
date of birth | |who is employed by BLUE
CROSS/BLUE SHIELD of Massachusetts as a programmer.
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its track, you have to move
slide more tracks into position for the ball.

the panels, to

it looks. Diah-
be availablo as )

It's a lot more difficult than
lo solls for $30.00 and will
you read this.

Electronic Arts had held off on publish-
ing ST software, but we were glad to see
them this time around, Being shown by tho
company were ST versions of Skyfox and
Chessmaster 2000, .

Skyfox is an excellent flight simulation/
combat game that had not yet appeared on -
any Atari machine, Chessmaster 2009 js
one of the best computer chess games cur-
rently available, According to EA president
Trip Hawkins, if these ST titles sell well, .
more can be expected.

Eidersoft, another of the many British
firms present at the fall COMDEX, was ex-
hibiting their three-dimensional space ar-
cade game, Wanderer. Glasses are supplied
with the game to create an illusion of 3-D
movement on-screen. We were surprised
at how well the illusion worked, especially
with this space/flying gamo. The compa-
ny's ST Karate has been available for some
time on Europoean shelves, for another ma-
chine, and has just come over to the U.S,

You'll g
hai Boxing

for the

Atari ST.

Examing Artworx’ expanding list of ST software;
THAI BOXING brings oriental kick
graphics and fast action, Only $19.95

refinements. Only §3

Editor for designing your own golf course. Only $19.05
COMPUBRIDSE
all aspects of the game. Only $29.95

to solve just like Sherlock Holmes, Only $1285

A 0

34 STiog & February 1987

boxing to the ST with stunning 3-D
BRIDGE 5.0 lmprovedqb!i’%ding and play! Many new features and

against Suzi and
the more they take of! Only $39.95
HOLE IN ONE GOLF Plays like the real thing and includes an easy-to-yse

is Artworx’ bridge tutorial, utilizing 10 chapters cov'-éring
PEGEAMMON is a new and innovative approach to backgammon, Play
against the computer or with a friend in the two-player mode. Only $1785
MAILLIST handles medium to large sized lists. |t zip code sorts,

alphabetizes, selects by keyword, prints labels, and more. Only $19.95
BAKER STREET DETECTIVE brings you back to 1893 London with mysteries

B Artwoix Software Co, Inc, 1844 Penfield Road, Penfield, HY. 14526 (716} 385-6120 - {600} 828-6573

CIRCLE #121 ON READERA SERVICE CARD

for us. Wanderer sells for $35.00, while ST
Karate is $39.00. Both games are available
now. .

;er

the

&k More and more,
Atari ST is being
recognized as a
serious computer.., 39

The end.

That wraps up our fall COMDEX cover-
age. There ate now about 400 software ti-
tles for the ST, either current ly available or
about ready o ship. That's a very healthy
number, considering the time the ST has

‘been available. More and more, the Atari

ST is being recognized as a serious com-
puterand is being welcomed in-eithor the
business environment or the home.

In the Madison Ave, Department, Atar
has changed their advertising slogan. The
very familidr “Power Withou! the Price”
has been replaced by *“Technology So Ad-

The MOST powerful PC BBS

vanced It's Affordable” A major advertis-
ing campaign was reported at COMDEX
as having already begun, in such national
general-intorest magazines as 1 ime, Noews-
week, Business Week, Omni and Scientific
American. In addition, Atari claims that
advertising will continue in a number of
compuler magazines.

All in alt, it looks like the ST is here to
stay. The amount of software, the industry
reaction (finally) and the continuing sales
all mean the ST—in a variety of forms—
will be around for a long time. &

FoReM ST

bit"Atari's

vet! Our

For over ¢4
_ BBS software of System operators and users of §

flexibility of FoReM ST is available for the Atari
ST computers!

FoReM ST is the most powerful version of FoReM
MATCHED by ANY BBS running on ANY PCl!

Onelook and yvou'll know why serious Sysops are
running FoReM ST.

For a trial run,

620-0903.
FoReM ST tunctions (partial heting):
&lh“lm% Sva0p hrcacre. Lo
C‘\"ﬁ'&“u‘ ' Acortng amem
Accass lovel Ede 20 ke
o o

vears FoReM has been the favorite

and the IBM PC.

Now the power and

impressive list of features is UN-

call our support bbg at 617-

LI

C

24

For Information and Technical Assistance

OMMNET SYSTEMS

ndy Road, Famingham, MA 01701

Call (617) 626-1388,

CIRCLE #122 ON READER SERVIE CARD
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O Teletype O Immediate O TOP SECRET
O xFaci‘.ilrpltle 1 O Priority O SECRET
[ € O Routine [0 CONFIDENTIAL
OO0 UNCLASEFTO
LI UNCLAS 5/19/a7
Date
TO: C, AL{;RALCISCO (87A-40134)
FRO:{: SAC %ﬁ)% fz/h’& 21523) (RUC)

UISUBS;
THEFT OF SOFEWALRE FOR

VIDEO COMPUTER GAME

"NEOCROME 09";

ATARI CORPORATION, r
1966 BORREGAS AVERUE, !
SUNNYVALE, CALIFORNIA -

VICTIM;

ITSP; COPY RIGHT; FBW;

00: SAN FRANCISCO

Re Baltimore airtel to Boston, 12/23/R86
Enclosed for San Francisco are two copies and

for Baltimore one copy of the following items: Also
enclosed for San Francisco are the investigator's notes.

1. FD-302 reflecting interview of

[:::::]on 1/28/87 at Framingham, Massachusettss

2. Insert reflecting 1/14/87 contact with
Boston informant.

3. Insert reflecting 1/15/87 contact with
Boston informant.

It is noted the enclosed FD-302 reflects that
| |disavows all knowledge of any violations of
federal law.

éi)— San Francisco (87A-40134)(Lnc. 7)%%:;
1 - Baltimore (87A-23472)(SQ 12) (Enc. B)
1 - Boston (87A-21523)
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 2/13/87

Upon the issuance of an administrative subpoena duces tecum
directed to | ]

b3

Copies of thesel | are attached hereto:
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Investigation on 1/13/87 at__Cockeysville, Maryland File #
()0 bé
b7C
by IA] tsaw . Date dictated._. 1/20/87

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is'the property-of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents-are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Date 2/13/87
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THEFT OF SOFTWARE FOR VIDEO
4 COMPUTER GAME "NEOCROME 09"
ATARI CORPORATION
5 1196 BORREGAS AVENUE
SUNNYVALE, CA - VICTIM;
6 ITSP; COPYRIGHT; FBW
00: SF N
7 : /:j
8 Reference San Francisco airtel to Baltimore 11/20/86. \/\
Enclosed for San Francisco are the original and two copies b3
9 of an FD-302 reflecting regarding telephone number
Also enclosed for San Francisco is the original subpoena
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11
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CF:saw
21 (&) W /
(R S
Approved: Transmitted ndfZF iPer.._ .\
7 / o Lpectey (Number) (Time)
LB decppEes— / bc

Subpoena Attached




-

FD-302 (REV. 3-10-82) ' .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription_4/10/87

i

Atari
Corporation, 1196 Borregas Avenue, telephone number (408) 745-4319,
furnished the following information:

Neocrome .09 was the final version before release of
the computer game, i s not supposed to be given to anyone
outside of Atari. ; Operator of the compuserve bulletin
board, previously told him that the guy in Maryland, who operated
a computer bulletin board, found the game on his board in Maryland,
and uploaded the game onto the compuserve board.

Atari has a Watts number which does not record tele-
phone calls placed, so it would be impossible to determine who
from Atari might have accessed the bulletin board in Maryland
and uploaded the computer game on it.

| | whom |advised he knew
at Atari Corporation, is a software engineer in the area in
which Neocrome .09 was developed. | has had a series of
run-ins with the Vice President in charge of the software develop-
ment section. He might have a motive in giving out an Atari game
before offical release.

i forni - 14
tnvestigation on__3/ 23/ 87 M/at San Jose, California Fiie +SE_87A-40134
by SB Date dictated__3/24 /87
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. it is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;

i i ency.
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency GPO : 1986-0 - 499-243
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 4/10/87

Date of transcription.

Systems Operator, Atari Compuserve
bulletin board, telephone number 212-598-0719, upon being
advised of the identity of the interviewing agent and
the purpose of the 1nterv1ew, furnished the followingj
information: :

| | Atari Di f Corporate Communica-. ...
tions, at telephone number| L is aware of what

took place concerning the placement of NEOCROME Nine on

his computer bulletin board system.l runs a computer®
bulletin board and one of the members of the board uploaded
the game, gFQQBQME_Nan_iHLQbhlS system. This member. saw
the game o ulletin board in Maryland.

prev1ously gave the name of this member to Atari

Corporate Secy gent but he no longer

| ha& the game. |cqn51cEfE1[:::::}E6'be an upright

" indivyidual who runs a good Computer Bulletin Board System. .
When| first saw the .game on ‘his bulletin board, he : S

considered it to be just another version of the NEOCROME _ .

which had ‘been handed out free in the last few months. On a
(4 Computer Bulletin Board System,. it is impossible to tell who
uploads information on the system. Point nine after
of the game, ‘indicated that it.was just another version. He
had no reason to doubt that it related to other previous c
versions. Once they found out this was the final version, -
everyone cooperated with Atari in removing it. Since prev1ous‘
versions were released for free by Atari, there ‘must have .
been a foul up in communjcations, on release of the. point nine

version. ,

Bulletin Boards grew up in the first place because no
one was able to get any information out of Atari. Atari users
joined together and pooled what knowledge they had of the systems.
had a good reputation with other Atari users and Luks.
would believe any information gave concerning this matter
to be truthful. ’ )

[__]has heard the namel | as head of Atari's
software development. He has also heard of | | who had
prior trouble with Compuserve.

-’

Investigation on_4/3/87 at_San Jose, California mw*ivéF 87A340134

&,-H-l/ .
by SA] 19 m@muum‘4/4/87

This document contains neither recommendations nor conciusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency,
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Continuation of FD-302 of | |by SA / kmr ,0n__~_4../_3‘,/,'R»'7-‘ , Page 2
Any number after a game title -indicates the game is a
preliminary version, and not the final release. A 1.0 after
the game title would indicate it was the final version. ‘The ) :
.9 in this case, would simply indicate it was still a preliminary, be }
giveway version. ' bic |
. En' | opinion, the release & the™ .9 version is now !
a dead issue. The bulletin board it was on has removed it,  and’ ;
the word is out that the .9 was the final version, and not
just another free edition. - ' - ' .
[::::]advised.that he would cooperate in this matter
in any way possible. ol
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

.l Date of transcription 4 /1 0 / 87

[::::::::1 telephone number , advised that
he is a systems operator at an Atart Computer Board based in

Ohio. He manages the data base on this board and is a manager
for Compuserve for Atari. He manages this area by contract for
Atari. .

[::::]was surprised to hear from the Federal Bureau of
Investigation concerning the individual in Maryland who had an
Atari Game on his bulletin board. He furnished all his information
in this matter to the guy from Atari seven months ago, and since
being advised NEOCROME was an Atari copyrighted game, he had taken
the game off his computer bulletin board. When he first saw this
game on his bulletin board, he assumed it was another preliminary
version which Atari was handing out to the public. ‘As soon as
Atari informed him that it was the final copyright version, he
removed it from his bulletin board. Atari often gives out these
games to encourage sales. When different computer software games
are being developed, each version along the ‘'way is labeled point
four, point five, or point six. This indicates that it is a
preliminary game version. had received prior versions of
NEOCROME for his computer bulletin board. Someone found the point
nine, or latest version on a computer bulletin board, and

figured that they wauld give Atari use Compuserve a favor
by uploading it on Atari board. had not been told by
Atari not to put the point nine version on his board, he assumed

it was just another free release prior to the final version. If
Atari is now claiming that this version is the final vexrsion,
there is a leak inside Atari who gave it out. As far as
knows, the game was placed on his board innocently and once he
found from Atari that it was the final version, he erased it
immediately. He put a message on his bulletin board to ask the
person who had placed the game there, where he got it, and he
gave this person's name to the security manager at Atari. This
individual advised him that he got it from a bulletin board in
Maryland.

This particular Atari program is a drawing program,
which in opinion is not as good a drawing program as
several other companies have put out. In his opinion, someone
at Atari slipped up and gave away this final version, They

Investigationon_ 3/16 /87 —at_San Jose, California File # -4 l
LAY

by_SA | nr Date dictated__3/17 /87

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Continuation of FD-302 of _| by SA kmr on_3/16/87 ,Page__ 2
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probably confused it with the preliminary versions which were
being given opt. Atrari is probably greatly embarrassed over
this mistake. has also seen NEOCROME nine on other
computer bulletin boards. But in the case of it appearing

on his bulletin board, a member found it on another bulletin
board and uploaded it on his system. The final versions

of computer software usually carry a copyright notice. In
his opinion, there is definitely questionable leak at Atari.
He does not keep records of who logged on and off his bulletin
board, he saw the game there, and feels like he did his part
by taking it off the board. A sloppy procedure at Atari is
what caused the confusion on this game.
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U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

In Reply, Please Refer to 450 Golden Gate Avenue
File No. Box 36015 (
San Francisco, California 94102~

July 2, 1987

Mr. Joseph P. Russoniello

United States Attorney

Northern District of California

450 Golden Gate Avenue 94102 ‘ .

SieEmT N

Attention:|

Deaﬂ

Re: %NéGB (Sl . _
c?7f9“€%9/é%L = A heft Software for Vig o Computer Game, "Neocrome -}
09"; Atari Corporationﬁ91196 Borregas Avenue, i
Sunnyvale, California - Victim; ITSP; Copyright; FBW .

Assistant U.S. Attorney

-1 5

N

A
t
o

Interviews conducted in this matter of individuals at Atari,
and owners and operators of computer bulletin boards have failed to-.
determine a knowing violation of federal law regarding either o
the illegal sale, distribution or copying of the Atari computer
game. Therefore, our office is conducting no further investigation ™’ -
into this matter and considers this investigation closed. )

Very truly yours, s

RICHARD W. HELD
special Agent in Charge

By: :
Supervisory special Agent ;3
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